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Liebe Klubmitglieder
Liebe Agyptenfreundinnen
und -freunde

Ich freue mich
den Kontakt mit
lhnen wieder
aufzunehmen
und von unseren
Aktivitaten zZu
berichten.

Das jahrliche Fest fand dieses
Jahr leider nicht statt. Es haben
sich zu wenig Mitglieder fir das
Treffen auf dem RUtli gemeldet.
Wir haben diesen Platz gewahlt
damit alle Mitglieder, die den
Grundungsrot der Schweizeri-
schen Eidgenossenschaft noch
nicht besucht haben, die Mdg-
lichkeit dazu erhalten. Der Weg
war eventuell mit zu grossem
Zeit- und Finanzaufwand ver-
bunden. Die Reise mit dem
Schiff auf dem Vierwaldstadter-
see ware aber in jedem Fall et-
was Besonderes gewesen. Wir
werden néchstes Jahr das Fest
wieder in der Stadt Luzern orga-
nisieren. Gerne nehmen wir auch
Ihre Ideen und Vorschldgen ent-
gegen.

Die GV werden wir im Marz 2008
halten und mit einer Aktivitat,
Vortrag, verbinden.

Dieses Jahr konnten wir insge-
samt Fr. 1'800.—spenden. Wie-
derum war es méglich, das Geld
vollumfanglich und ohne irgend-
welche Verwaltungskosten direkt
vor Ort einzusetzen.

Fr. 600.— wurden dem Institut
fiir geistig behinderte Mad

chen in Alexandria Ubergeben.
Es handelt sich um eine Einrich-
tung, welche sich zum Ziel setzt,
geistig behinderte Madchen im
Alter zwischen 8 und 18 Jahren
in ihren Fahigkeiten zu fordern,
und sich fir ihre Rechte einzu-
setzen.

Zwei weitere Spenden von je Fr.
600.— gingen an:

Moderne  Welfare = Woman
society in Kairo. Die Gesell-
schaft entstand durch die Fusion
zweier Welfare Societies: Mo-
dern Women Society (gegriindet
1919) und Welfare Mohamed Ali
Society (gegrindet 1923)

Und an Association for blind
girls. Ali Mubarak-Strasse, Mon-
tesser Haus, Tanta, Agypten.

Es sind dieses Mal also 3 Spen-
den nach Alexandria, Kairo und
Tanta in Nordagypten gegangen.
(Details lesen Sie auf den Seiten
6 und 7, Quittungen sind bei der
Buchhalterin  vorhanden.  Auf
Winsch kénnen Sie Kopien ver-
langen).

Auch dieses Jahr wollen wir zur
Weihnachtsspende aufrufen.
Gerne nehmen wir Ihre Spende
fur soziale Hilfe in Agypten ent-

gegen. Bitte notieren Sie auf
dem Einzahlungsschein das
Wort ,Weihnachtsspende®. Ich
versichere |hnen, dass alle

Spenden ohne Abzug von ir-
gendwelchen administrativen
Aufwénden, vollumfanglich zu

Gunsten der Bedirftigen einge-
setzt werden. Ich danke lhnen
voraus fir lhre Unterstlitzung.

Lesen Sie auf den Seiten 2-4
einen Artikel Uber Ramses |II.
Dieser Pharao ist einer der Be-
kanntesten in der altagyptischen
Geschichte. Mit seinen giganti-
schen Bauten und Tempeln, hat
er sich in der Menschheitsge-
schichte verewigt. Abu Simbel
Tempel und die grossen Statuen
und Saulen sind nur Beispiele
seines Werkes.

In der Zeit von Oktober bis Marz
empfehlt sich eine Nilkreuzfahrt
zwischen Luxor und Assuan, wo
die meisten Kulturglter der alt-
agyptischen Geschichte zu fin-
den sind. Ein Abstecher nach
Abu Simbel lohnt sich auf jeden
Fall. Ich winsche Ilhnen eine
gute und interessante Reise.

Fur das entgegengebrachte Ver-
trauen und lhre Unterstutzung
danke ich Ihnen herzlich und
wunsche |hnen eine interessan-
te, unterhaltsame und spannen-
de Lektire mit der Ausgabe des
14. Newsletter. Und schéne Her-
bstzeit.

Herzlichst
lhr A. M. El-Ashker



Ramses the great in the city of the Sun

An intriguing temple surfaces in a Cairo suburb
Written by and photographs courtesy of Dr. Zahi Hawass

This has been an incredible year
for new discoveries. The sands of
Egypt have revealed many se-
crets, confirming that - as | always
say - 70 percent of OuT monu-
ments are still buried under the
sand. With each discovery we find
a piece of history, and together
these pieces are helping to raint a
picture of Ancient Egypt.

The first discovery of 2006 was
KV 63 in the Valley of the Kings,
found by Qtto Schaden fram the
University of Memphis, Tennes-
see, near the tomb of OUT
'golden boy' Tut. KV 63 is a store-
raom fur embalming material. The

excavation team recently opened
Olle coffin and found six pillows
inside with hieroglyphic inscrip-
tions that read "all life, stability
and dominion." They also found a
coffinette that is believed to be fir
a shawabti, a small funerary
statuette put in the tomb to serve
the deceased in the afterlife.
However, | think that this small
coffin might be for an infant.

The last coffin in KV 63 was
opened recently. The largest Olle
discovered and the best pre-
served, its lid has an anthropoid
share with a hieroglyphic inscrip-
tion covered with black resin. The

coffin was filled with pottery
sherds and collars that were pra-
bably placed on the mummy after
mummification. Uninscribed pa-
pyri, lang sticks, and thin gold
squares were also discovered.

There are still 16large, sealed jars
found in the tomb, which probably
contain natron and seals similar to
the ether 12 jars that we have
already opened. We hore to find
the names of kings or numbers in
these jars. The discovery of this
embalming cache demonstrates
that a workshop (wabt) fir mum-
mification existed at the entrance



Above. The site of a future mall once held a temple to the sun god. Below: the re-
cently discovered tomb in Luxor the final resting place Of Tuts mother?

to the Valley of the Kings.

Same people have hypothesized
that KV 63 might be the tomb of
Tutankhamun's wife, Ankhesena-
mun, or for Queen Nefertiti, hut
this is not likely because these
two remarkable queens would
have merited much grander tombs
than this undecorated shaft. How-
ever, | believe there is a relation-
ship between KV 63 and King
Tufs tomb.

There are seals and materials
found in this tomb that are similar
to the tomb of Tut and his em-
balming cache, KV 54. Also, Olle
of the coHins discovered in KV 63

hag a face similar to that of Tut. |
believe KV 63 was cut fur Kiya,
Tut's mother, who was Syrian and
died during Tufs birth. They did
not have the time to male a proper
tomb fiir her, Jet when King Tut
died, he ordered that his tomb
face his mother's.

City of the Sun

The second important discovery
was in the ancient 'City of the
Sufi,’ where we found the remains
of a large temple tor Ramses 11.
The Ancient Egyptians called this
area On, the Greeks called it
Heliopolis and it is now a suburb
of Cairo called Ain Shams - liter-
ally 'eye of the sun' in Arabic. The

first university in the world, called
the University of On, was located
hefe. The prophet Joseph, who
married the daughter of the first
priest of Re and according to the
Bible bad two children with her,
studied at the University of On,
along with many famous Greek
philosophers.

The University of On bad a place
called per-ankh, which means the
'hause of life: Hs students and
graduates included Ancient Egyp-
tian architects, artists, astrono-
mers and scribes, many of whom
worked on the construction of the
pyramids, temples and tombs. We
can only imagine that ancient
scholars such as the genius archi-
tect Imhotep, who built the Ster
Pyramid; Senmut, the brilliant ar-
chitect who designed the temple
of Queen Hatshepsut at Deir EI-
Bahri; and great writers and phi-
losophers such as Ptah-hotep and
Ani studied at the University of
On.

From the city of On came the first
theDry about how the universe
was created: the Heliopolitan
Myth. According to this myth, the
gun god Re created the world by
hirnself. No Olle made hirn - Re
emerged from the wafer on the
primeval mound and created two
beings: Shu (air) and Tefnut
(moisture). They, in turn, created
the sky goddess Nut and the earth
god Geb. The sky goddess and
earth god bad tour children:
Osiris, Isis, Nephthys and Seth.

Beginning in the Predynastic Pe-
riod, kings built temples in On
dedicated to their gods. This site
was also used flr burials during
the Late Period. In modern times,
the site was neglected, and the
monuments were covered over
with sand. People built their
hauses above the tombs and
temples.



When the Supreme Council of
Antiquities  (SCA)  authorities
found that architectural treasures
as well as ancient knowledge of
science and technology were bur-
ied under the modern hauses, we
created an Antiquities Law that
forbids any person from rebuilding
his hause until we inspect the
foundation. Since this law haB
been established, many important
discoveries have been made. The
late Egyptologist Abdel Aziz Saleh
made a number of these remark-
able finds, uncovering temples of
many of the Ramesside kings and
shedding light on this area. | have
been fortunate tQ witness many
discoveries at this site.

The first discovery happened
while | was director of the monu-
ments of Giza and Cairo. The
lawyers' syndicate had bought a
piece of land to build a housing
development fiir its members.
,Before they started building, we
excavated the site and found one
of the most beautiful tombs from
the Late Period. Decorated with
scenes from the Book of the
Dead, the tomb belangs to a per-
son called Ba-Nehsi. We could
not move this tomb and we cer-
tainly could not fight the lawyes -
we knew we would never win - so
we bought the land from them and
turned it into an open-air museum.

About two years aga, | received a
phone call from Reda Soliman,
the site director, who told me that
an intact tomb haB been found
beneath one of the villas. | went to
the site with my friend Mark Linz,
director of the AUC Press. Linz
haB witnessed most of my great
discoveries, and after he saw this
tomb, he asked me to write a
book abGilt the discovery.

There were many people waiting
when we arrived at the villa, and |

could hear them whispering and
talking abGilt the treasures and
gold they imagined were in the
tomb. Examining the tomb, | found
that it was from the 26th Dynasty
and sealed with mortar. | could
see Mark's eyes shining with ex-
citement as we both entered the
tomb. During this thrilling adven-
ture, we found a small sarcopha-
gus but the burial chamber was
empty. The Greeks had already
opened it and used it fir burial
before re-sealing the entrance.

This spring, we made an amazing
discovery: We found what might
be one of the largest temples of
Ramses the Great ever built in
this area. The story began last
year when the government began
to build a shopping mall in the
area called Souq El-Khamis, or
Thursday Market. People go there
every Thursday to bur vegetables,
fruit and other items.

Evidence of antiquities was found
near the oldest large obelisk,
which dates to the reign of Sesos-
tris | (12th Dynasty, Middle King-
dom, circa 1918-1875 BC). As
soon as this evidence surfaced,
the construction of the shopping
mall came to a halt, and we
started to excavate the area. The
biggest surprise was the discov-
ery of a large block of basalt,
which was once used fir the floor
of the temple. We also found large
granite blocks - further remains of
the temple.

We discovered a huge granite
head that dates to the 12th Dy-
nasty, but was reused in the Late
Period. Another great surprise
was the discovery of blocks bear-
ing the name of Akhenaten and
his queen Nefertiti, along with
other blocks dating to this Phar-
aoh's reign. This reveals that Ak-
henaten -considered the first per-

son to believe in only one god, the
Aten - actually built a temple in
Heliopolis, the center of worship
of the sun god Re.

We have also found a headless
statue inscribed with the car-
touche of Ramses Il. Remnants of
a leopard skin can be seen
around his waist, proving that the
Pharaoh was the high priest of Re
and that he built this temple to
warship that god.

From the remains, the floor plan
of the Ramses Il temple, which
was built above an older temple,
can be traced. For exampl_. Dne
M.ea WR.S ."1s.ed JD 5J.or.e
wJJ.P.at .B_Dil

barley to feed the personnel of the
temple. We also uncovered differ-
ent sections of the interior, while
in front of the temple are the re-
mains of a pylon.

On one large stone, we found a
scene showing on one side Ram-
ses Il standing and raising his
hands with offerings to the sun
god; on the other side, the sun
god is receiving his offerings. We
have also found a large head of
Ramses Il that weighs abGilt six
tons, which was once part of a
colossus approximately five me-
ters in height.

We are now excavating the tem-
ple and plan to pay compensation
to the area's residents. We have
announced its discovery, and |
can say that the people who live
in the area are happy abGilt these
wonderful new treasures. If you
have a few hours, | recommend
that you go to Ain Shams and visit
the discovery.






Die Weihnachtsaktion 2006

Ein wichtiges Anliegen des
Schweizerisch-Agyptischen
Kulturklubs ist es, Bedurftigen in

Agypten zu helfen.

Unsere Méglichkeiten sind zwar
begrenzt, aber wir haben bereits
mehrmals durch Einnahmen aus
den Weihnachtsspenden einen
wichtigen Beitrag zur
Unterstitzung von Hilfswerken in
Agypten leisten kénnen.

Dieses Jahr konnten  wir
insgesamt Fr. 1'800.—spenden.
Wiederum war es moglich, das
Geld vollumfénglich und ohne
irgendwelche Verwaltungskosten
direkt vor Ort einzusetzen.

Fr. 600.— wurden dem Institut
fiir geistig behinderte
Madchen in Alexandria
Ubergeben. Es handelt sich um
eine Einrichtung, welche sich
zum Ziel setzt, geistig behinderte
M&dchen im Alter zwischen 8
und 18 Jahren in ihren
Fahigkeiten zu férdern, und sich
fur ihre Rechte einzusetzen.
Dieses Institut wurde im Juni

2006 gegrundet. Von unserem
wurden

Spendenbeitrag

Handarbeitsmaterial sowie
Sport- und Spielgerate gekauft.

Zwei weitere Spenden von je Fr.
600.—wurden
Moderne Welfare Woman so-
ciety in Kairo. Adresse: Modern
Welfare Women Society (seit
1919), Gamiiastr. 1, Hinter Spital
Misr El Kadima, Malek El Saleh,
Kairo. Tel.: 02 363 71 91

Die Gesellschaft entstand durch
die Fusion zweier Welfare Socie-
ties: Modern Women Society
(gegrindet 1919) und Welfare
Mohamed Ali Society (gegriindet
1923)

Aktivitdten: Schul und Handar-
beit Workshop fur Madchen und
Frauen, Wohnmoglichkeit fir
elternlose Madchen, Kinderheim
fir elternlose und Weisenkinder
(bis 6 Jahre alt), Madchenheim
(vom 6. Lebensjahr an) und Al-
tersheim und Seniorenklub fir
betagten Menschen

Und an Association for blind girls
Ali Mubark strasse, Montesser
haus, Tanta, Agypten.

Es sind dieses Mal also 3 Spen-
den in Alexandria, Kairo und
Tanta in Nordagypten gegeben

wurden. (Quittungen sind bei der
Buchhalterin vorhanden. Nach
Wiinsch kénnen Sie auch Kopien
verlangen).

Es gelangen immer wieder
Anfragen an den Vorstand des
Schweizerisch-Agyptischen
Kulturklubs, ob wir nicht dringend
bendtigte Unterstutzungshilfe
leisten konnen. Die Anfragen
werden jeweils genau geprift.
Der Vorstand verbirgt dafir,
dass die Spenden vollumfanglich
zu 100 % zur Unterstitzung der
Hilfswerke verwendet werden.

Wir freuen wuns ({ber jede
Spende. Wir sind Uberzeugt,
dass wiederum zahlreiche
Mitglieder und Aegyptenfreunde
unseren Spendenaufruf
unterstitzen  werden.  Jede
Spende — unabhangig von der
Hoéhe — ist ein ganz wichtiger
Beitrag, Bedirftigen in Aegypten
zu helfen. Einzahlungen bitte mit

dem Vermerk ~Spende”
versehen. Wir bedanken uns
ganz herzlich far Ilhre
Unterstutzung.
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Bilder des Institutes fiir geistig behinderte Madchen in Alexandria
Im Theaterraum, in der Kiiche, in Klassezimmer, Schlafraume, Resturan und in der Bibliothek
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